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GDC agrees registrant make-up of new Council

The GDC has agreed the composition of the twelve registrant members of a new-look, smaller,
fully appointed Council, expected to be in place in 2008:

= 8 dentists, and
= 4 dental care professionals.

In making this decision the Council was keen to ensure that the GDC of the future could continue
to command the confidence of the profession whilst fulfilling its public protection role. Council
members will not be appointed as representatives of any particular group, and should have the
skills for the job.

GDC President Hew Mathewson said:

‘I am aware that some believe losing the right to elect members means they will have little
say in the regulation of their profession. This is not so. The Council will always want to
consult on key policy decisions and modernisation initiatives. In doing so, it must weigh up
the views and expectations of patients, the public and the profession.

As one of the leading healthcare regulators we have recently implemented a range of
reforms to improve public protection. To continue leading the way, we need to strengthen
the way we engage with the profession, particularly to keep pace with the changing nature
and context of dental practice.

Of course, this engagement is partly reflected by the Council’s membership — and we will
be encouraging a wide variety of registrants to apply to be Council members over the next
year or so. Additionally over the coming months, we will be considering the different ways
we involve all professional groups and individuals across the Council’s work, to ensure the
regulation of the dental profession remains relevant and fit for purpose.”

Members of the new Council will be appointed by the Appointments Commission, within
parameters set by the GDC. The Council will now draw up the job profile and person specifications
for these positions ensuring that consideration is given to:
= particular areas of expertise required,
= the fact that the GDC regulates dental professionals from each of the four UK countries,
= equality and diversity.
Ends
For media enquiries, please contact Rachel Lea on 020 7009 2782.

Notes to editors:

1. At a specially convened Council meeting in March it was agreed that a future Council should
have:
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24 members;

an equal number of lay and professional members;

a Chair elected from within the membership of Council; and

all members of the Council appointed by the Appointments Commission, within
parameters set by the GDC.
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2. The GDC recently consulted on the constitution of the Council following the introduction of
statutory registration for dental nurses, dental technicians and other dental care professionals.
The results of the consultation are summarised on the GDC website.
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